Spinal dynorphin involvement in the analgesia of pregnancy: effects of intrathecal dynorphin antisera.
In both rats and humans there is an analgesia associated with pregnancy. This analgesia is spinally mediated and involves the kappa type of opiate receptor. The current study demonstrates that intrathecal administration of high affinity dynorphin antibodies produces a significant reduction in jump thresholds during pregnancy (day 20). The administration of pre-adsorbed antisera fails to produce this effect. These results support the hypothesis that a spinal dynorphin/kappa opiate receptor system is activated during gestation.